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FAMILY & HUMAN SERVICES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Minutes of Wednesday, June 18, 2025 

1. CALL TO ORDER
Vice Chairperson Janie Aguirre called the meeting to order at 5:48 p.m.

2. ROLL CALL 
   Members Present:	Elena Lopez, Gabriela Garcia, Gilbert Aguirre, Janie Aguirre, Adrianne Karnofel, Lisa B. Herrera, Dolores Duran

	Members Absent:	Karla Cardenas, Peggy Radoumis
         
                       Staff: Ed Ramirez, Community Services Manager, Executive Secretary
		Kevin Sanchez-Reyes, Community Services Supervisor	
		Noah Jimenez, Administrative Assistant

Agency Representative: None.

Guest:   Rachel, William, Edwin (Los Angeles Center for Alcohol and Drug Abuse)

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Elena Lopez 

4. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
None.

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made by Gilbert Aguirre and seconded by Lisa B. Herrera to approve the Minutes for the February 19, 2025, meeting. The motion was seconded by Adrianne Karnofel.

6. PRESENTATIONS
Kevin Sanchez-Reyes Rachel, William, and Edwin from the Los Angeles Center for Alcohol and Drug Abuse gave a presentation to the committee on domestic violence and how to spot potential signs of it throughout their community. They covered the various ways domestic violence takes place such as using intimidation to isolate and control the victim in the relationship. The presentation covered the various hotlines in place to call for suspected domestic violence victims should they need it, and they provided information over the most at-risk populations in communities. 

They then went over various ways domestic violence can be addressed in communities. One of the strongest ones was community outreach on the various signs of being (or getting) in an abusive relationship that could lead to domestic violence. Another was addressing substance abuse and a weak support group for the domestic abuse victim. Intervention was also discussed in that kids are impacted by domestic violence and need support and outreach to identify education and parenting needs related to domestic abuse struggles in the home. 

7. EXECUTIVE SECRETARY REPORT 
Kevin Sanchez-Reyes went over a recap on past programs. For the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) Program, the VITA team completed 194 tax returns vs last year’s 177. The team saw $171,788 in federal tax refunds and $55,308 in state refunds which resulted in a total of over $227,000 returned for the current year thanks to the VITA program.

The Children’s Boutique and Prom Pop-up, which took place on March 26th, was able to distribute 202 large totes of clothing to 87 families, and about 62% of those were Santa Fe Springs. 

The city’s 10th annual ArtFest, which took place on April 26th at Heritage Park, was a great event. There were live performances across the main and market stage, roaming entertainers, a film festival, paint and sip, a native exhibit, school art displays, a Nerd Dome, break dancing, clay building, featured artists Mike and Robin Yokotake, a railroad corner, the library’s popup and play, and a drone show to cap off the night. Estimated attendance, despite the early rain, was around 5,900 people. Kevin also showed the committee a video recap of ArtFest made by the Creative Media & Communications team. 

8. OLD BUSINESS
Kevin Sanchez-Reyes provided the lineup for the summer concerts. The first concert is scheduled for Friday, June 20th featuring New Romantics, a Taylor Swift tribute, as part of Kids Night. Future concerts include a Boots and Beats theme featuring Just Dave (June 27th), Kings of Queen (July 11), Soto (July 18), Harry Katz and the Pistachios (July 25), and Juan Mendoza and Mariachi for National Night Out (August 1). Concerts will include food trucks, vendors, a beer and wine garden, community booths, and kids crafts. The concerts will be at Heritage Park except for the last concert which will take place at Los Nietos Park. 

9. NEW BUSINESS     
Ed Ramirez and Kevin presided over the selection of the representative for the city rebranding committee.
· Lisa B Herrera volunteered and was chosen with Adrianna Karnofel volunteering as backup. 
Mr. Ramirez and Kevin Sanchez-Reyes provided updates on several community programs. 
· Summer Arts and Craft Camp – currently ongoing at Heritage Park for kids ages 7-11 focused on arts and crafts. It has 4 sessions each lasting a week, and this year includes field trip each session. 
· Fun in the Sun Adaptive Dance – A dance for those for those with physical or intellectual challenges on Friday, August 8th from 9am-12pm. Tickets are $3 until August 1st when it becomes $5. Caretakers attend for free. 
· Older Adult Little Tokyo excursion – On Thursday, July 11 from 12:30pm-5:30pm for seniors. Seniors can register for free starting on June 16th for residents and June 25th for non-residents. 
· Pioneer Living Day – the event, featuring the search for the golden nugget, will be on Friday, August 15th from 5pm-9pm at Heritage Park. A free event with many interactive experiences like gold panning, arrowhead making, blacksmithing, weaving, crafts, games, and food. 
10. HERITAGE ARTS ADVISORY COMMITTEE REPORT
Elena Lopez and Eddie Ramirez updated the committee on actions from the Heritage Arts Advisory Committee.
a. A recommendation will be made to city council on July 1st on a design for the Santa Fe Springs Rose Float based on the examples drafted by the Phoenix decorating company. Additionally, feedback was given to add the new upcoming boxcar mural design onto the float design as well once it has been finalized. 
b. ArtFest was discussed including potential changes for certain challenges seen at ArtFest 2025 such as low paint and sip numbers, and how to work with the local schools more effectively. 
11. [bookmark: _Hlk208501241]DIVISION PROGRAM/PROJECT UPDATES
Kevin Sanchez-Reyes provided a brief overview of the following events:
a.	Summer Concert Series kick-off – June 20, 2025
b.   Library STEAM and Sip, June 27,@ the Library	
c.	Movies in The Park– Inside Out 2 – June 28th @ Los Nietos and Lakeview Park   
d.	Independence Day Celebration – July 3, 2025
e.	Pub Trivia Night – July 25, 2025
f.	Back to School Backpack Program

12. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
None.
13. MEMBER COMMENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
· A discussion was held by committee members over concerns, questions, and resources being provided to residents regarding immigration raids in Santa Fe Springs. 
14. ADJOURNMENT 
Vice Chairperson Janie Aguirre adjourned the meeting at 7:13 p.m.  

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, October 15th, 2025 at 5:45 p.m. in person at the Gus Velasco Neighborhood Center, Meeting Rm #1.
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	Kevin Sanchez-Ramirez, Executive Secretary		Noah Jimenez, Administrative Assistant
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